
2001-2002 was an interesting year in many ways.  We faced the toughest time (impact of 

September 11) and overcame the challenges to enjoy a year of growth.  We welcomed 17 

new members, lost 7 members, had a net gain of 10 people, or an 18% increase.   

 

Our sponsorship of the Rotary Club of Truk Lagoon became a reality.  Our Club had not 

sponsored a club since 1976.  So after quarter of a century, it was truly a great excitement 

to celebrate the chartering of the Rotary Club of Truk Lagoon. 

 

The student exchange program with our sister Club in Karuizawa had another successful 

year.  18 people visited us in February and 21 of us visited them.  Both parties had a 

wonderful time and we spent less money than the previous year.  For the students, we 

have provided them with more time and opportunities to interact with the home-stay 

families. 

 

With PP Tim Kernaghan’s idea we proposed a sister club relationship with the then 

Provincial Rotary Club of Shanghai and they accepted our invitation.  The signing of the 

sister club agreement took place later in Shanghai in September.  Shanghai is truly an 

international city and we took the opportunity to promote our Club and our Island. 

 

District 2750 has granted a Governor award and two citations to our Club in recognition 

of our achievements in that year.  The first citation was for PP Bill Hagen’s exemplary 

leadership in organizing the RC of Truk Lagoon.  The second one is for our distinguished 

achievement in membership development.  The Governor Award is given for the 

“Manamko” program, which in their words, “manifests the Rotary spirit, significantly and 

remarkably enlighten the Rotary activities.” 

 

To conclude, 2001-2002 was an eventful year and we did sail through some rough waters 

together, especially in dealing the impact of September 11.  But I told the Club that 

someday when we look back, those tough times will become the good old days in our 

memories……… 

 

Yours in Rotary, 

 

Elvin Chiang, 

President of 2001-2002 


